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Previous page, giant dikon radishes, thriving in the soft sandy soil in Ranobe, just
one example of new varieties of vegetables introduced at Ho Avy's half hectare
demonstration garden. Pictured here, the state of the garden in March 2012
around the time of Katja's visit, note the ground covered in strangler weeds and
not much other productivity surrounding the house. .






' Cver crops have been p al (s X soﬁ,e yegetable gardens*
~ with carrot, parsley, radish; ”fm_ -3 etiesofs ad and anothe three of cooklng s 5\
‘greens’ are well established. 13,000 nursery po}s have been stocked with new see\c\ls

of about 50 species of trees, another 4,000 trees’have been directly seeded into th
soil and will be abie to be transplanted in the future ;
At this point th|s gardenis a nursery sSite for about 1OQ, specie of plants that can be
cultivated through out the SW of Madagascar, but much more research is needed/
sca]é@h’@’mmlth more communlty MENIES and this is matter of careful and
strateglc approach ?
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: Besrdes tood produclng pIants there are several valuable cosmetlc medicinal and
other useful plants thattan*be Cultivated here.
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Currently we are negotiating for a larger terrain to expand the model on and set up
more hubs adapted to the local agricultural practices around the village. This is a
very step-by-step process, much progress has been made recently, including Ho Avy
being named technical partner for reforestation, with 500 hectares of forest for the

~ project zoned into a new local community land management transfer contract for
8,500 hectares |n Ranobe Thus, this increases our chances to expand this model in
Ranobe and me.et our goals to reach a whole community as tool for conservation in a
very step,wis_e way. *
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New garden composting system j



After a few weeks salad and garlic start to come up in plot with compost added
(same nursery as previous s_Ii_de)_
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8rence, cOipostedsside has begn hal

ame nursery as in previous two slides)

growing
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Closeup of composted garden
growing under papaya and
next to aloe and other native
fruit trees
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On the ground comparison with
Tony's composting system
(right), garlic is double the size
then with out (above), salad

from the side with compost has = '

already been harvested while
the no-compost side is only
about half grown

no-compost




DlverS|fy|ng our garden, here dozens of aloeplantsthaf e[efh; :
have been replanted in Ranobe, other native trees hrevpla,rg _
7?‘55' to cultivate and with excellent medlcmal qualitles
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Vola & co. Expand the! r“s ] ’nin Toliaraiwt

avocado, java plum and o her® resty species Ilké neem and acacia are
prevalent and easy to cc even by chlldren) These speues are not available in

Ranobe, previously werenot L Iante_ L thete untll recently” as @ result of our seed
collection project sponsonéuNa

rult trees like orange,



~ Seen here, orange seeds collected in Tollara directly seeded in ‘nursery’
beds in Ranobe = = ' 20 e Miie] b
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arina documents and discusses
time participant in the seed

fr_'collection project whi
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kapants for the seed collectionroj
ause of NatureFund and Ho A ' é |
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Results have been outstanding over 50 species of; ed from the forest

including these extremely rate epiphytic orchid seeds
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Seeds are plantéd-as soon s'pndssib éetion tomaximize germination
possibility. Seéhere plaitting s some students.from the University of Antananarivo
and the Roots and Shoots Orgagjization who a?e int'arested in Helping with longer

term environmental education ?mram 'In Rambe
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Another look at our replenished
nurseries, around 4000 seedlings is in
this image, and we have four more
nurseries with similar capacity. Only
two men are needed to manage this
many trees, indicating that if itis
possible to scale up this model many
tens of thousands of trees could be
cultivated by just a handful of people
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This is‘the land we are looking ts expand the m&del on, cleared, unused by
the locals and ideal with the lake and baobab near by. Initially we have been
given the go-ahead to work here but knowing how things work:in SW
Madagascar buying some 10 hectares officially from the village will be the
clearest way to being able to freely expand, research and develop'the '
model. With out clear land tenure there is a high risk of the village "not
seeing a benifit' to Ho Avy doing the model on this land, buying the land will
completely reverse that perspective especially when we eventually scale up
the model around the village.
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